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Learning Intent

• To understand the importance of planning your revision
• To understand the principles behind an effective 

revision timetable
• To begin to put together a revision timetable for your 

mock exams



Reminder – effective revision strategies

• Key word test
• Memory dump
• Practice exam questions
• Answering verbal questions (asked by a family 

member/friend)
• Creating materials that allow you to test yourself and 

then using them (e.g. flashcards)



Reminder – ineffective revision strategies

• Simply reading through notes
• Copying notes out
• Highlighting notes – and doing nothing with the 

information
• Revising what you already know
• Not giving revision your full attention
• Not planning – this leads to ‘cramming’



Spacing and Interleaving



Key Dates

• Mock exams 1: 11th-22nd November
• Mock exams 2: 24th – 28th February
• First written GCSE exam: 8th May 



Revision planning – key points

• Cramming at the last minute does not work.
• Planning includes planning WHAT you are going to 

revise.
• It includes WHEN you are going to revise.
• It allows you to fit revision in with your other priorities.
• It gives you the reassurance that you have covered all 

the material in sensible chunks.



Step 1: WHAT 
needs revising?



Biology



GCSE PE



English 
Literature



Your Task

• Using the template provided, first make a list of the 
subjects you need to revise – that’s the easy bit!

• Then, have a go at making a list of the topics that need 
to be studied within one of those subjects

• Tink about whether any coursework needs completing 
between now and May – this should be included in your 
list of topics



Step 2: WHEN are you going to revise?

• You now have a list of subjects that all needed to be studied.
• You also have a list of the topics that need to be revised for one 

of your subjects. When you get home tonight, make a list of the 
topics for your other subjects – you have 

• Now it’s time to think about when you will study each subject 
(and, once you’ve listed them all, each topic.)

• It’s best to divide your study up into 30-minute chunks.
• After each chunk, you would either have a rest or move on to 

another topic or subject, so you are spacing out and interleaving
your revision.



Your Task

• Now you need to plan what your weeks will look like as 
you begin the countdown to GCSEs.

• You’re going to fill in the blank timetable
• You need to start by factoring in things that are 

important to you and that you don’t plan on giving up.
• This includes ‘down time’
• Let’s look at an example



Week beginning MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

09.00

10.00

11.00

12.00

13.00

14.00

15.00

16.00

17.00

18.00

19.00

20.00

21.00



Next steps

• Now that you have factored in things in your life that NEED to happen or that 
you WANT to happen, it’s time to see how your revision can fit in.

• Looking back at your list of subjects and topics, fit your subjects into your 
weekly plan.

• Try to make sure every subject is covered at least once in the week.

• Plan 30-minute sessions, meaning you can fit two subjects (or two topics) in 
an hour.

• Let’s look at an example



Week beginning MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

09.00

10.00

11.00

12.00

13.00

14.00

15.00

16.00

17.00

18.00

19.00

20.00

21.00



Holiday time

• Now that you have a weekly revision timetable for 
school weeks, you could plan a timetable for holiday 
times, when you have more time in the day.

• Use your second blank timetable to complete a holiday 
timetable.

• The next holiday dates are week beginning 28th

October(half term).
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